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This  report,  as  in  previous  years,  is  again 
curtailed  on  the  instructions  received  from  the  Mjnistry  of 
Health, 


The  outstanding  Public  Health  problem  during  1944 
was  the  shortage  of  water,  brought  about  by  several  years  of  low 
rainfall.  The  problem  was  ,  on  the  whole,  well  met  v/ithin  the 
District,  intelligent  foresight  doing  its  part  in  providing 
against  serious  lack  of  v/ater  supply^  hov/ever  in  the  case  of 
Berkhamsted  the  area  supplied,  by  the  local  oic^.tov  ©omjiany 
suffered  from  a  pretracted  and  acute  lack  of  water,  which  might 
well  have  resulted  in  a  public  health  catastrophe,  Purtiier 
reference  to  this  occurrence  will  be  found  in  the  Report  on 
the  3  e  rkh  anis  ted  TJ  r b  an  District, 


In  regard  to  Infectious  disease,  there  Y/as  a  total 


the 


District  as 


of  79  cases  of  Scarlet  Rover  notified  In 
compared  v^ith  125  cases  in  the  year  1945  j  all  but  one  case 
v/ere  nursed  in  isolation  hospitals.  There  were  no  deaths, 

19  of  the  cases  occur:.“od  in  r  esidenticJ.  institutions,  13  being 
in  a  residential  nursery,  5  in  another  residential  nursery, 
and  1  at  a  school  hostels  I  would  like  to  acknowledge  the 
help  I  received  from  Dr,  Stokes  of  the  ministry  of  Health  Labo* 
ratory  in  dealing  v/i  tli  those  outbreaks,  particularly  in  the 
matter  of  collection  and  th.e  examination  of  miCihs, 


Only  86  cases  of  measles  \rere  notified  during  the 
year,  nearly  half  of  those  occurred  in  the  Ber:diamsted  Urban 
District,  There  \/cre  no  deaths.  One  of  'the  above  cases 
occurred  in  a  residential  institution  -  a  homon's  Land  Army 
hostel,  ■  On  tho  other  ho.nd  162  cases  of  Lhiooping  Gough  v/ere 
notified,  and  tliero  v/as  one  doatji,  13  cases  of  llhooping 
Gough  occurred  in  residential  nurseries. 


With  regard  to  Diphthcila,  -  7  cases  wore  notified 
during  the  year,  but  in  one  of  those 'the  diagnosis  was  revised. 
Of  tho  rem.alning  cases  4  wore  adults,  (one  Service  case)  one  v/as 
a  baby  with  Aural  Diphtheria,  and  one  a  school  child  attending 
a  school  outside  the  District.  Tho  record  of  absonco  of 

Diphtheria  sinco  1941  from,  among  children  attending '  elementary 
schools  in  this  District  therefore  remains  unbroken. 


Dlphthoria  Iiamunis atinn  schemes  have  continued 
throughout  the  year.  It  is  roughly  estimated  that  by  tho  end 
of  1944  77/0  of  the  children  betv/eon  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years 

have  been  immunised,  as  ,clso  68^b  of  children  between  1  and  5 
years  of  age. 


• 

A  coiiGldorr.-:?.©  :a'.iount  of  work  v/as  involved  in  the 
lolj.o'.Tins  up  and  rnporviGion  of  oontacto  in  thie  district  of 
casos  of  Snpf.lpo::'\.iiioh  had  oconrrod  in  another  part  of  the 
co'antrp  or  a'oroad*  Tn.oro  i;oro  cd-tosother  17  direct  contacts 
dnrirn:  the  year  a2id  most  of  tl.oso  received  several  visits 


fron  either  tho 


Ho  alt' 


litary  Inspector  or  the  lledical  Officer  of 


Mncti  110  0  17 as  r.iado  of  the  District  Cleansing 
Station  throu^jhout  the  year,  a  total  of  163  receivlny  troatnont 
cither  snf :.’erin:_  fror.i  or  ‘'-iviny  loon  contacts  of  Soalios, 
loiny  in  a  vorninons  condition.  The  groat  majority  of 
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■'■bar  L'lr,  Jno,  R,  Radfiold 
of  Snrvoycr  and  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  Eerhhams  tod  hrban  ^Jistrict  aitcr  a  service  of  30  years 
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BOROUG-H  OF  PIEMBL  HEMPSTEAD , 


STATISTICS. 


/ 

Populcition  ( Regis  trar-Gonoral  cstinato  of 

Resident  population)  1944  . . .  21,440, 


Toted.  M, 

(  Legitinato  583  189 

Live  ( 

Births  (  Illogitinatc  33  13 


Stillhirths  12  6 


Deaths  .  222  100 


F. 


194  )  Rato  per  1,000  of  the 

)  cstinated  rosidoht 
20  )  population  ......  19*2 

6  Rato  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still) 
births  28,0 

122  Rato  per  1,000  of  the 

cstinated  resident 
population  10,4 


Deaths  fron  Puerp  .oral  Causes, 


Do  aths  , 

Rato  per  1,000  toteJL 
(live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

nil 

nil 

Other  puerperal  causes 

1 

o  % 

^  n  O 

TOT/i 

1 

2.3 

Death  re. to  of  Infants  under  one  year . 

;d.l  infants  per  1,000  live  births  31, 

Legitinate  infe.nts  per  1,000  legitinato  births  . . .  31, 

Illogitinato  infants  per  1,000  illcgi tine.to  bjrths  30, 


ActueJL  nunbor  of  deaths  under  one  yoe.r:  Legitinato  12  ) 

Illogitinato  1  )  Total  1 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR UORIC  EOR  THE  YEAR  194^1 . 
Visits  and  Inspoctions  nado , 


Gone Pal 


Moat  and  Pood, 


Houses  «  Public  Health  Acts  237 

Housing  Act  4 

Ovorcpouding  31 

Infectious  Disease  and 

Disinfection  132 

Conplaints  investigated  201 


Drainage  inspoctions  and  tests  273 

Gor.vaoh  Lodging  Houses  51 

Tents ,  Vans  and  Sheds  42 

Stables  and  Piggeries  17 

Rats  and  hico  liifcstation  480 

Pactorins  end  Uorkplsnos  130 

Bakehouses  91 

Schools  14 

Shops  Acts  195 

Petroloun  Stores  16 

Gorin  on  Yard!  and  Passages  25 

Re-visits  so  premises  under  notice  867 

V/ork  in  progress  '  260 

IntorvieviTS  with  Owners,  Builders,  etc,  842 
Vo  miaous  pronlses  196 

Cesspools  720 

Rivers  and  Streexis  5 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  175 
Public  Gonvonionces  25 

VAator  Supplies  78 

Slaughterhouses  66 

Butchcr*s  Shops  93 

Pried  Pish  Shops  44 

Publ i c  Marko  t s  164 

General  Pood  Sihops  and  preniaos  346  f 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  235 

Cowsheds  243 

M.ilk  sanplos  taken  44 

Milk  sai.iplos  tested  33 

Milk  bottle  and  Churn  rinses  17 

Water  samples  taken  22 

Pood  Control  257 


Total  Visits  an(i  6671 

Inspoctions  .  ,  _ 
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Notices  served  and  corapl5,ed  with : 

Outstanding  Served  Goriplled  with  Outstanding 

51,12,45,  1944  _ 1944 _  51, 12. 44, 

131  382  411  102 

llulsancQS  and  Dof octs  rorao^dlodt  - 

Houses 
Drainage 

'■},  0 ,  *  s  and  Das  thins 
PreinlsGS  cleared  of  Rats  and  Mico 
Shops  Acts 

hactorlGG  ,  .nd  Offices 
Hood  pr Grilses 
Dairies  mid  G  ow sh o  d s 
Gomon  Lodging  Houses 
Miscellaneous 

Dlslnf GS  tatlon 

No  riiatcrial  cZaango  was  made  In  the  technique 
employed  for  the  disinfestation  of  houses  which  was ' introduced 
in  1943  with  satisfactory  results.  By  this  method,  heavy 
Infestations  of  hod  hugs  are .dealt  with  hy  the  use  of  a 
proprietary  brand  of  fumigant  whilst  less  severe  cases  are 
treated  with  successive  applications  of  a  liquid  insecticldej 
in  either  event,  hodding  is  removed  for  steam  disinfection 
whilst  treatment  of  the  premises  is  in  progress, 

Pumigation  involves  consldorahly  more  planning 
and  supervising  thmi  spraying  hut  the  results  obtained  more 
than  justify  the  extra  work  involved.  No  charge  is  made  for 
the  treatment  hut  ovmors  of  private  property  are  required  to 
carry  out  the  initial  preparation  hy  stripping  v/allpapers 
and  easing  architraves  and  sklifcing  boemds.  Possession  of 
the  premises  is  necessary  overnight  and,  as  the  Corporation 
have  no  suitable  alternative  accomodation  occupants 
generally  make  their  own  arremgemehts  for  sleeping  out,  Vfaere 
dif f iculty '  is  export onced, 'however,  temporary  hoard  and  lodging 
is  offered,  free  of  charge,  at  the  Base  Hospital,  It  is 
realised  that  such  an  arrangement,  -i/hich  involves  people  finding 
shelter  in  other  houses,  lias  sho‘''’t  comings  and  it  is  hoped  that, 
when  the  housing  f ituatlon ' eases ,  special  premises  may  ho  made 
available  for  this  purpose. 

Constant  vigilance  is  being  observed,  during  routine 
inspections,  for  the  detection  of  vermin  and  there  is  also  close 
co-operation  with  the  liousing  Manager,  who  frequently  refers 
cases  for  attention.  Formal  inspections  of  dwellings  under  the 


591 

117 

156 

46 

19 

25 

104 

89 

25 

61 


Scabies  Order,  1941,  resulting  from  information  passed  on  from 
the  Clinics,  also  account  for  a  number  of  cases  being  brought 
to  light. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  number 
of  houses  disinfested  for  bed  bugs  tliroughout  the  year  and  tlie 
number  of  treatments  necessary  for  the  purpose.  It  will  be 
observed  that  in  all  cases,.  fumigation  was  completely 
successful.  In  addition,  one  house  was  sprayed  with  insecticide 
for  fleas 

-Funigation; 

Number  of 

(a)  ‘(b)" 

Hous  os  Troatnonts ,  Results . 

Council 


Houses 

Private 

12 

12 

Initial  treatment 
successful  in  all 
Cases  • 

Houses 

8 

8 

> 

TOTAL. 

« 

S praying 1 

20 

20 

• 

/ 

Council 

Houses 

Private 

10 

15 

Successful  after 
l-^S  sprayings. 

Houses 

8 

21 

• 

18 

56 

99  loads  of  beddinj  were  steam  treated,  mainly 

for  vermin. 

Y/ATER  SUPP.LIE3, 

Main?  '  Most  of  the  Borough,  comprising  the  whole 
of  the  built  up  area,  together  with  som.e  of  the  outlying  parts, 
is  provided  with  a  |)lpcd  supply  of  v/ater  which  (v/ith  the 
exception  of  a  small  portion  supplied  by  the  Rickmans  worth  and 


Water  (Continued) 
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Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company)  is  dravm  from  the  Corporation’s 
tv/o  boreholes  sitiiated  near  the  centre  of  the  tovm.  These 
are  in  chalk  and  are  526’  and  546’  respoctively.  Both  of  'the 
main  supplies  are  constant  and  are  satisfactory  in  quantity  and 
quality  virith  the  exception  that  in  one  or  two  small  areas, 
insuff icienoy  sometimes  arises  from  inadequate  pressure. 

Information  as  to  the  various  types  of  supplies 
in  use  is  given  bolo\¥o  Tv/o  v/ell  supplies  were  discontinued 

during  the  year  as  a  result  of  two  houses  being  connected  to  the 
main  supply. 


Total  number  of  houses 

in  Borough 

5679 

(  a) 

Supplied  from  main: 

(i)  Direct 

556  8 

) 

( ii)  to  outside 

) 

5598 

standpipes 

30 

) 

(b) 

Siippliod  by  v/ells : 

81 

Total.  5679. 


The  proportion  of  dwelling  houses  and  the 
proportion  of  the  x^opulation  f ro:  i  public  Yfator  mains:- 

(a)  direct  to  houses  is  98/o  and  97,6^ 
respectively,  and 

(b)  by  means  of  standpipes  ^is  .5^  and  ,6^ 
respectively. 

The  purity  of  the  water  ( all  of  which  is  sub¬ 
jected  to  chlorination)  as  revealed  by  routine  bacteriological 
examinations,  is  excellent,  the  reports  invariably  describing 
it  to  bo  of  high  potable  character.  Eight  samples  wore 
examined  bacSeriologic ally  and  two  chemic^ly,  during  the  year, 
and  all  vmre  found  to  be  satisfactory.  No  samples  of  raw 
v/ater  v/ere  obtained. 

Wells ,  Although  there  v/^s  no  shortage  of  piped  v/ater 

from  the  town’s  main  supplies,  there  were  instances  of  shortage 
occurring  during  the  dty  summier  spell  in  some  of  the  private 
wells.  At  Bourne  End  and  E' inkwell,  shallow  wells  v/ere 
affected,  in  addition  to  a  few  deep  wells  in  the  Northern  part 
of  the  Borough,  In  consequence  extensions  of  the  mains  in  t\7d 
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Water  ( Continued) 

cases,  were  under  cons  5-deration  at  the  end  of  the  year  and 
action  v/as  taken  to  secure  connection  of  existing  mains  at 
Bourne  Bnd  v/herever  possible.  The  effect  of  this  v/ork  viras 
not  really  apparent  during  1944  and  will  be  referred  to  more 
fully  in  subsequent  reports. 

In  the  more  outlj’-ing  parts,  where  the  cost  of 
extending  the  main  supply  v/as  proh5-bi tive ,  one  borehole  which 
had  failed  and  upon  which  a  dairy  farm  and  four  houses  wore 
dependant,  was  deepened  and  a' good  supply  restored;  in 
another  instance,  where  a  farm  was  without  a  supply,  negotia¬ 
tions  wore  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  a  deep  borehole 
to  be  provided. 

Drainage  and  Sanitation, 

In  order  to  bring  available  records  up  to  date, 
a  survey  of  all  promises  not  con-nocted  to  the  sev/cr  was 
undertaken,  from  which  was  obtained  the  following  useful  and 
interesting  information:- 


Tables  sh owning  Various 

Forms  of 

Drainage 

and  Sanitary  Accommodation  at  Unsev/ered 

Houses • 

(A)  DRAIHAG-E, 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Houses 

Installations, 

(1) 

Cesspools 

244 

199 

(2) 

Private  Disposal 

Plants 

10 

9 

(3) 

Mis  cell ane ous 

46 

46 

Total 

300 

254 

( B )  S  AHIT  ary  AC  C OMMODAT ION . 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Houses 

Closets"*, 

Waterclosets 

200 

2V3 

(2) 

Pa;' 1  closets 

100 

102. 

Total, 

300 

3V5. 

Dralnaffje  and  Sanitary  (  Continued ) 

The  decision  to  extend  the  cesspool  emptying 
service  (provided  under  the  terms  of  Section  74  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1956,  and  previously  restricted  to  certain 
properties;  to  practically  all  cesspools,  was  implemented  in 
Pebru. ary '1944,  A  nom.lnal  charge  only  is  made  for  each 

emptying,  varying  from  5/-  to  12,  3d.,  according  to  the  rateable 
Value  of  the  premises  concerned. 

In  consequence  of  publicity  given  to  these 
Improved  facilities,  the  number  of  ces^spools  cleansed  at  regu¬ 
lar  intervals  rose  from  47  to  95  in  addition  to  which  11  cess 
pools  were  emptied  upon  request,  as  occasion  demanded,  .The 
total  annual  number  of  emptyings  was  thus  practically  doubled 
and  increased  from  235  to  467,  vVhilst  these  figures  cannot 
yet  be  regarded  as  v/holly  satisfactory,  they  indicate  that  the 
concession  v/as  largeD.y  aporeciated,  although  it  is  feared  that 
there  still  remain  many  individuals  who  are  content  to  resort 
to  less  desirable  and  even,  on  occasions,  .less  lawful  methods 
of  disposal  for  their  sev/a^ge. 

Most  pailclosets  are  emptied  free  of  charge, 
and,  during  the  3^ear,  the  service  at  Bourne  End  was  extended 
from  once  to  twice  v/eokly;  in  the  few  other  instances  v/here 
collection  is  undertaken  a  v/eeldy  service  rem.ains  in  force. 

Constructional  Improvemients . 

Constructional  v/orks  of  improvement  included  the 
installation  of  six  private  sev/age  disposal  plants  and  the  con¬ 
nection  of  one  house  to  the  public  sower.  This  resulted  in  the 
abolition  of  seven  cesspools  and  four  pailclosets,  making  a  total 
of  59  cesspools  whose  use  has  been  abolished  since  1938,  during 
v/hich  period,  74  promises  have  been  connected  to  the  sower;  in 
two  cases,  cesspools  were  provided  to  houses  previously  vdthout 
any  recognised  form  of  drainage.  Some  720  inspections  of 
drainage  ins  tal-lations  iiove  recorded  v/hich  shov/s  '  a  marked  increas 
in  the  number  of  visits  over  previous  years,  duo,  largely,  to 
the  survey  previously  described. 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution , 

Methods »  Once  more  the  efforts  of  the  Department  wore 

energetically  directed  towards  a  cleaner  and  safer  milk  supply 
and,  to  this  end,  several  new  features  were  introduced  into 
the  work  during  the  year.  Notable  amongst  these  was  the 
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Milk  Production  and  Dlstrlbutlonl oontlnv^od)  # 

corar.ioncGmont  of  routine  sampling  of  v/ashod  milk  bottles  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  the  establishment  of  a  labora¬ 
tory  \7lthin  the  office ^  for  conducting  methylene  blue  and 
resazurin  tests. 


Although  the  laboratory  was  not  available  for 
use  until  the  year  was  well  advanced,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  will  prove  to  be  a  decided  acquisition,  particulady 
in  work  of  an  advisory  nature,  \frlch  occupies  che  major  part 
of  the  Department -s  time.  The  attention  paid 'to  bottle 
washing  was  more  thsji  justified  by  the  results,  a  fact  v/hich 
was  proved  conclusively  by  the  bacteriologist's  reports  upon 
routine  samples  of  washed  bottles  submitted  from  time  to  time 
for  amination. 


In  this  area,  of  the  eight  principal  retailers. 
Wo  possess  means  of  sterilising  bottles  by  steam,  one  has  a 
mechanically  operated  washing  machine  and  the  remainder  wash 
by  hand.  As  the  hand  v/ashing  metliods  in  operation  could  not 
be  considered  adequ.ate,  sodium  hypochlorite  was  advised,  toge¬ 
ther,  in  some  cases,. with  various  improvements  in  equipment; 
principally,  washing  troughs,  Belovir  is  sot  out  a  summary 
showing  the  effects  of  these  recommendations 


Gleaning  Process, 

No,  of 
specimens . 

Vifater 

only 

Sodium 
Hypo . 

Steam,  RESULTS, 

4 

rr 

o 

1 

-  Bottle  washed  in  S, 

Hypo  satisfactory: 
other  5  failed'  with 
bacterial  counts. ran¬ 
ging  from  a  fevj  thou¬ 
sand  to  v^ell  over  one 
hundred  thousand. 


•5 

rr, 

o 

.  -  No  bacteria  found  in 

bottles  washed  with  S 
Hyoo,.  other  o  failed. 

6 

y 

4 

1  No  bacteria  found  in 

bottles  v/ashod  in  3. 

Hypo:  other  2  fjiiled. 

Over/ 
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Milk' Production  and  Pis trlbutj.on  (Continued ) 

The  results  are  very  encouraging  and  illustrate 
the  practical  value  of  sodium  hypochlorite  v.hich  can  he 
applied  simply  v;itn out  any  special  skill  being  necessary,  and 
yet  he  relied  upon  to  do  the  joh. 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease . 


The 

follov/ing  gives 

details  of  notif 

led  case, 

(excluding  Tuhercu' 

.osis)  duri:'g  1  .le 

year: - 

Disease, 

Tol-al  cases 

Admitted  to 

notified . 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever, 

30 ; 

30, 

Nil. 

Measles 

10„ 

•■3  . 

Nil . 

Vfco oping  Cough 

64 

11. 

1. 

Diphtheria 

4. 

4. 

Nil . 

Pneumonia 

9o 

2. 

- 

Erysipelas 

r-.r 

o  • 

- 

mm 

Dysentery 

39, 

33. 

- 

Tuherculosis  ^ 


New  Case; 


Deaths , 


Pulmonary  « .  .  . 
?fon- pulmonary 


4  « 

9  9 


21,  Pulmonary  . .  10. 

3,  Non- pulmonary 


J.  ft 


KsiilXJj  HETTPSTEAD  RUR/iL  DISTRICT, 


STATISTICS . 


(  Logit iinatc 
L  ivc  ( 

Births  (  Illcg  itinoto 


Stillbirths 


■en'..ral'o  ostp 

mat  e 

of 

•t  population) 

1944 

Total  M. 

-  t 

183  91 

92 

) 

Rato  per  1,000  of  the 

) 

estinatod  rosidohf 

13  3 

10 

) 

i  opulation  19,5 

5  2 

1 

Rato  per  1,000  totoj. 

(live  ojid  still  births) 

14.7 


Do  oths 


112 


64  43  Rato  per  1,000  of  the 

estinatod.  resident 
•population  10,9 


D_ojj.ths^  from  Puerperal  Cause s , 

Doa’bhs  Rato  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  b i r ths , 


Puorpera.1  sepsis 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

Nil 

TOT/vL 

Nil 

Nil 

Doath  of  infants  under  one  yoar • 


/ill  lrA>nts  per  1,000  live  births  . . .  24» 

Logitinato  infants  per  1,000  logitinato  births  27, 

Illegitiinato  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  . . .  Hil. 

Actual  numbor  of  doa'ths  under  one  yea.r:  Logitimate  5  ) 


Illegitimato  Nil  ) Total  5 


C<!  to 


2 


REPORT  OF  THE  SAl'lTTARY  INSPECO;QR»S 
Vis  I  ts  jand  IpT-SjSGC^tJ^qiiG^  i:is.dQ  , 
Gonopsil,  -  lions  os 


WORK  EOR 


muTtp 


■vTj.?  A 


AR  1944 


Public  Hor.lth  Acts  82 

Housing  Acts  44 

O'.’-  o  PC  r  ov;d  i  n[;  2 

InToctious  Disos.so  and 

Dis inPoc tion  35 

Conplaints  investigated  78 


Dpaindgo  inspections  and  tests  17 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  '  3,0 

E:\ctoPien,  'iorkshops  etc,,  12 

3  ako  hous  os  27 

Shops  Act  17 

Potpoleun  Stopes  19 

Ro-visits  to  ppenises  undep  notice  99 

Vopminous  pponisos  Id- 

Go  s  spools  15 

Wa-top  sanples  taken  3.2 

L'IiGGGll:'.noon.s  visits  and  .inspections  8 

'  I  *  . 

L'loat  and  Pood,  -  SD.aughtcpiious os  15 

Biatchop^s  shops  57 

G-onop:0.  food  shops  and  pponisus  9 

Dr.ipios,  r.iilk  shops,  s.nd  co’.:  sheds  216 


No  tic  3  s  S  0  PVo_d  and  Gonpl  io  d  ipf  th :  - 

0ut"»s  tandl.ng  Sopvcd  1944.  vjith 

51 .12 >45. 


18 


35 

44 

14 

Nil, 

17 

y'l 


10  15  42 

Nu.lspuncGs  jand  .I^ef  euhs^pqnchij^d^ 

Houses 

Dpainage  and  Cesspools 
E ,  C ,  *  s  ,  -7.  C ,  *  3  and  IXis  tb  ins 
SllOTS  Ac  ts 

Daipies  ;xnd  Cov/shods 
I.I  i  s  c  e  3. 1 '  ’.n  o  ou  s 


Outstanding 

^"grri2>ih . 


D  is  inf  o  3 1  a  1 1 0  n , 


14  ppenises 
and  ucPG  tpeated  bp  contac 
v;oPo  advised  pogapding  the 
f ollov/ing  dis infos tation. 


\’-opo  found  to  be  i?.afoGtod  v/itli  bugs 
t  ins  oc t ic ide  { s  ppaying ) .  Tenants 
gonopal  cleansing  of  the  pponisos 


o 


WATER, 

Water  supplies  in  this  district  ivore  satisfactory 
both  in  quality  and  quantity^  although  lovols  in  the  northern 
area  dropped  considerably,  conditions  never  obtained  whore  the 
v/ator  supply  foil  short. 


At  the  Markyato  wator-v/orks  a  serious  problem  ws.s 
set  by  reason  of  the  main  pump  b:’Gs.king  down  during  the  month  of 
May,  IVater  was  soill  obtainable  in  full  quantity  by  moans  of  tv;o 
older  pumps,  but  in  order  to  safeguard  the  supply,  arrangom.onts 
\7oro  put  in  hand  for  the  sinking  of  another  bore-hole  and 
propara.tlons  v/ore  made  for  the  enorgoncy  distribution  of  v/siber 


by  co.rtago. 


B 


y  one 


end  of  the  ycn.r  the  pump  wo.s  repaired  and 


the  noY/  boro-hole  availablo,  and  it  ws.s  felt  ths.t  the  v/ator 
position  at  this  v/orks  had  been  amply  ss.fcguardod  for  tho  future. 

Piped  supplies  have  boon  bactoriologically 
analysed  as  shov/n:  - 

Marmyato  ,.*•  One  spj.iplo  toJion  -'^Highly  sa.tisf actog?' 

for  drinking  and 
]iousohold  purposes,'' 

Firms  to  ad  One  sample  tahen  Highly  satisfactoiy 

for  drinking  and 
household  purposes!' 

These  arc  the  only  two  \/  vb or- works  owned  by  the  Local  Authority, 


There  was  no  cvj,dencc  of  sWumbo- solvent  action  and 
In  view  of  the  hardness  of  the  Y/ator,  any  wou]-d  appca.r  improbable, 
Ho  action  has  been  nocossary  in  roapjoct  of  contamination. 


Water  .-mpplios  a.ro  constant.  Of  2,977  houses  in  the 
Dlstroct  2,180  or  73%  have  a  piped  supply  under  prosstire  to  tho 
hou.scs,  406  or  14%  are  sorvod  by  stand  pipes,  and  tho  remaining 
houses,  consisting  of  isola/bod  cottagos,  fann  houses,  etc,, 
dopendeat  on  private  a-ells , 


',re 


FREVinBHqE  OF  IHF 
notjTfiod  diseases 


ETIOUS  DlSia'iSi.r  The  following  gives  details 
’{exciriding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  yoant- 


DiSE;yiE. 

Total  caSGG  notii’ied.  Admitted  to 

Dqaths_ 

hospital  * 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

18 

Hil 

Measles 

25 

Hil 

Hil 

?/ho oping  Cough 

11 

Hil 

Hil 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Hil 

Pneumoni a 

2 

- 

Erysipelas 

2 

Hil 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS 

K7  Cases, 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  •»«•••< 

Hon- Pulmonary  , , 

6 

Hon- Pulmonary 

of 


5 

1 


BERKH/J'ISTED  URBAN  DISTRICT 


STATISTICS > 


Population  ( Regis t rar-'G- oner al‘S  ostinate  of 

the  Resident  Population)  1944  . .  11,530 

Totals  H. 

(  Legitir.iato  1‘74  81 

Live  ( 

Births  (  Illegitinato  '\o  7 


Stillbirths  3  1 


Deaths  13"]  66 


Rato  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births. 


Nil 

5.3 

5o3 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year. 


iUl  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . .  32.1 

Legitiiiiate  infants  per  1,000  logitinatc  births  . . i  28.7 

Illcgitinate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  .......o  76,9 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  one  year:  Logitinate  5  ) 

N  Illogitinato  1  )  Total  6. 


De  aths  f  r o m  ?u o r  i :  o ..•  al  C'aus  os  * 

i-'Caths. 

Puerperal  sepsis  Nil 

Other  puerperal 

causes  1 

TOTAL  1 


93  )  Rate  per  1,000  of 
)  the  estimated 
6  )  resident  population 

... p » .  16 • 2 


Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and' 
still  Births. 15. 8 


7: 


Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated 
resident  population 
11#9 


.V  waj  *-4 


»*i« 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SARITi^RY  INSPECTOR'S  R'ORK  FOR  THE  TEAR  1944 * 


V i s i 1 3  and  ins  p  o c  ti ons  nado • 
Cronoral  ~  Housgs 


Public  Health  and  Housing 

Act 

Infectious  Disease  and 
Dis infection 


136 

97 


Drainage  Inspections  o,nd  tests 

Comon  Lodging  Houses 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Yorkplacos 

Petrol  licenses  issued 

Bakehouses 

Vorninous  premises 

‘Vator  samples  taken  by  U.D.C, 

VAiter  samples  taken  by  Great  Berkhams ted 

Water  Company 

Tests  re  Chlorination  of  Town  Water 


15 

8 

18 

19 

20 
18 

3 

5 

18 


Moat  and  Food  -  Butcher's  shops 

Public  llarkots 

'  General 'Foodshops  and  premises 

Dedrios,  Ililkshops  and  Cowsheds 
Milk  samples  taken  for  Minit  test 
IdscGllanii ous  visits  and  inspections 

Hotjees  served  and  compliod  w5 


30 

52 

45 

108 

1C6 

29 


Outs  taiidiiig 
31 >12 >45, 


Served 
_ 1941 


Compliod  T/ith  Outstanding 

1944  31, 12 >44. 


2 


34 


21 


13 


Nuisances  and  defects  remedied: - 


Drains  aiid  Water  closets 
Vc rminous  premi s  es 
General  Defects  -  Housing 
Miscellaneous 


12 

1 

5 

3 


Dis  inf  op  ta.tion , 


chemic  al’ 


ms  ec 


Diiririg  the'  year  one  house  was 
ticide  by  the.  lT,D.C.*s  Staff. 


treated  with  a 


3 


Water, 

A  serious  shortage  of  v/ater  oocurred  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year.  It  coiimenced  in  the  outlying  area  of 
supply  of  the  Great  Berkhamsted  Water  Company,  and,  hroadly 
speaking,  increased  in  extent  and  severity  until  the  second  Y/eek. 
in  April  hy  v/hich  time  practically  the  whole  area  v^as  almost 
v^lthout  water.  There  is  no  douht  that  the  main  factor  in  pre¬ 
venting  an  outhrealc  of  disease  as  a  result  of  this  state  of 
affairs,  was  the  fortunate  freedom  of  the  District  from  water- 
borne  disease  for  a  long  period  before  and  up  to  the  water 
shortage. 


According  to  the  Consulting  Engineers  to  the 
Company  they  had,  early  in  December,  advised  that  a  new  borehole 
and  borehole  pump  ¥/erc  necessary  but  the  position  was  such  that, 
at  that  time  of  year,  one  Y/ould  have  expected  a  gradual  rise  in 
v/ater  levels  tending  to  right  matters  at  least  during  the  Vifinter, 
It  was  not  until  early  March  that  a  nev/  borehole  v;as  commenced  to 
be  sunk  and  it  v/as  put  into  use  on  April  17th  when  the  shortage 
dis  appeared. 


The  shortage  revealed  the  impossibility  of 
arranging  for  the  supply  of  available  v/ater  to  specific  areas  at 
specific  times;  I  am  still  unable  to  say  hov/  far  this  was  due  to 
lack  of  knoY/lodgo  of  tho  v/ater  system  of  the  part  of  the  Company's 
officers  or  ho\i  far  it  Y/as  due  to  constructive  inadequacy. 


As  a  result  of  tho  shortage,  distribution  by 
Y/atercarts  became  necessary  but  arrangements  v/orc  quite  inade¬ 
quate  until  a  fleet  of  lorries  carrying  water  tanks  was  supplied 
by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  who  -  collecting  water  from  a 
borehole  ov/ned  by  tho  Grand  Union  Canal  Company  and  situated  at 
Northchurch  bjr  the  side  of  the  canal  -  after  chlorination  by 
means  of  a  portable  chlorine  apparatus  -  distributed  it  throughout 
the  area.  This  fleet  of  lorries  vjorked  from  April  Is  t  to 
April  23rd  and  the  assistance  rendered  v/as  greatly  appreciated, 

t 

Due  precautions  wore  taken  in  the  v/ay  of  analysis 
of  canal,  canal  borehole,  and  the  new  Vi/aterworks  borehole  water. 

Water  from  tho  Company’s  nov;  borehole  appears  to 
bo  entirely  satisfactory. 


Consideration  of*  the  difficulties  ‘i/hich  attended 
on  this  failure  loads  to.  the  conclusibn  that  it  da- impose ible  to 
overotross  the  iiaportaiico  of  a  wa'ser ■  compahys  t-aki^v-’  rnoo  it^  ful~ 
lest  confidence,  and ’ e:kbiting  the  closest  co-operation  with  the 
local  author5-ty  and  the  modlcal  officer  of  health. 
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Water  (Continued) , 

There  has  heen  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency 
occurring  in  the  water;  no  action  has  heen  necessary  in  respect 
of  contamination. 


Of  the  3,053  houses  in  the  District  all  receive 
main  water  supplies  v/ith  the  exception  of  six  (6)  supplied  with 
v/ell-v/ater. 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  gives  details  of  notified  cases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year:- 


Dls  ease , 


Total  Cases 

notified. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Me asles 

li^iho oping  Gough 
Diphtheria 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal.  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  ITeonatorium 

TUBEROULOSIS. 

Nevj-  Cases  • 

Pulmonary .  9, 

Non-Pulmonary  .  I'Tll 


21. 

42. 

34. 

1. 

5, 

2. 

1. 

1. 


Admitted  to 

Hospital. 

21 

Nil. 

7 

1. 


Deaths. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

1. 


De  aths . 

Pulmonary  .............  4,  ’ 

Non-pulmonary  .........  Nil • 


BERICH/JJSTBD  RTJR/i  DISTRICT, 


STATISTICS. 


P  opul  !?.t  i  on  ( Re  g5.fi  t  nnp-ri  one  ml.  *  s  oat  ino.t  o  of 
posidont  population)  194<1- 


5,940 


Total. 

F. 

(  Logitinate 

9  0  45 

4-7 

)  Rato  pop  1,000  of  tho 

Livo  ( 

)  estimated  pcsident 

Bipths  {  Illegitimate 

^  rz. 

!  C)  O 

6 

)  population  16,’; 

Stillbipths 

2 

1 

Rato  pop  1,000  total 

' 

(livo  and  still) 

bipths  . .  29*7 

Deaths 

73  35 

38 

Rato  pop  1,000  of  the 

ostimatod  posidont' 

population  12,3 

Deaths  fpom  Puoppopal 

Caus  os  * 

Do  aths » 

Ra.te 

pep  1,000  total 

(liv 

0  and  still)  bipths. 

Pueppepal  sepsis 

Nil. 

Nil, 

Othep  pueppepal  causes 

Hil. 

Nil . 

TOT  ill- 

Nil. 

Nil, 

Death  pate  of  infants 

undep  one  y 

oaP, 

/lLI  ir’^ants  pop  1,000 

live  bipths 

Legitinato  infants  pop  1,000  logitinate  bipths  . . .  22.2 

Illegitj.inato  infanis  poP  1,000  j.llogitinato  bipths  111*1. • 


Actual  numbep  of  doatbs  undop  onr)  yoap: 


Legitimate  2) 
Illegitimate  l) Total  3 


2 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANIT.'lRY  INSPEC'eORtS  WORK  FOR  TliS  YEAR  • 
Visits  and  Ins  poetic?!^  • 


Gonoral  -  Eousgs  -  Public  Health  Aot  98 

Housing  Act  37 

'  Overcrowding  9 

Infectious  Disep.se  and 

Disinfection  25 

Conplalnts  invostigatod  39 


Drainage  inspections  and  tests 

Tents,  Yijis  and  Sheds 

Factories,  V/orkdliops  and  Workplaces 

Bakohous  os 

vSchools 

Fotroleu'.'i  Stores 
Work  in  Progress 
Vo ruinous  premises 
Jos  spools 
CanLil  Bo'its 

L  '.censed  pr^  nisos  (Hotels  and 

Beerhouses ) 

Hivoa’S  and  Stropxis 

V...sits  r*  Evacuation  and  Billeting 

Premises  disinfected 

Mep.t  r;.nd  Food.  -  Slaughterhouses 

Cowsheds  p.nd  Dairies 
Milk  Samples  taken  (Minit  test) 
Water  Samples  talcen 
Food  Stores 


Hul s  an.c e s  and  Defoe ts  remcdi.ed c 


Houses 

Drainage  and  Cesspools 
W, C. *s 

Dairies  pxtd  Gov/sheds 
Factories 


58 

10 

29 

16 

14 

17 
236 

10 

49 

18 


12 

29 

137 

15 


99 

19 

5 

11 


154 

41 

49 

12 

5 


Pis  inf  03  tatlon * 


There  has  boon  no  dis inf esintion  during  the  year. 

'o,  ATER I 

Constant  water  supplies  from  private  water  works 
companies  ■  are  completely  avaihabl.o  in  the  parishes  of  Tring  Rural, 
Puttenhom,  Wiggint^'n,  and  A3-(dbury  from  the  Chiltorn  Hills  Spring 


“S'-" 


Water  Gonpany,  in  the  parishes  of  Little  Gaddesdon  from  Ashridgo 
V/ator  Company,  and  partially  for  the  parishes  of  Northchurch  and 
Potten  End  from  tho  Great  Berkhomsted  Water  Company.  These 
supplies  have  been  sufficient  and  satisfactory  throughout  the 
year  except  tho  supply  of  tho  Groat  Berkhamsted  Water  Company 
to  Potten  End  and  Northchurch,  an  account  of'v/hich  can  bo  found 
in  tho  report  for  Berkhamsted  Urban  District, 

In  tho  latter  half  of  tho  year  ov/ing  to  previous 
deficient ’rainfall,  a  number  of  wells, ’upon  v/hich  the  hamlet  of 
Erithsdon,  in  the  parish  of  Potten  End,  depends,  ran  dry.  Two 
static  tanlcs  were  put  into  use,  one  being  filled  by  water  cartage 
and  the  other  from  a  neighbouring  well  supply.  At  the  time  of 
writing  this  report  tho  \;oll  water  position  hero  has  improved. 

Piped  sapplios  ha.vo  boon  analysed  as  shown:- 

Ashridg>^  V/ater  Company  -  January  1944  -  Bacteriological 

and  Chemical* 

*'  *'  -  September  194‘1-  -  Bacteriological. 

iULl  samples  wore  satisfactory,, 

There  has  boon  no  evidence  of  plumbo-s olvency 
occurring  in  the  v/ator]  supplies  have  a  considerable  degree  of 
hardness.  No  act5-on  has  boor,  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination 

About  9C^  of  the  houses  in  the  District  receive 
main  v^-ater  siipplios  from  tho  water  works,  and  of  those  houses 
about  2/0  are  supplied  by  stand' pipes;  they  contain  about  2,5^  of 
tho  populs.tion  of  the  District, 

riiEV/ljENCE  OE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE^  The  following  gives  details 
o'±"  no' til' i c"d  disVas'os  Co*xclirding  Tuberculosis)  during  tho  year. 


DISEASE. 

Total  cases 

notified. 

Admitted  to 
hospital. 

Do  aths . 

Diphtheria 

Nil . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

3  ■ 

Nil, 

Me aslos 

5 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Lliooping  Cough 

27 

1 

Nil. 

Pneumonia 

2 

1  ■ 

Erysipelas 

2 

”  •••  1 

Sonne  D^rs  o  nt  e  r y 

2 

•  • 

*•« 

Ophthalmia  Noonato 

rum  1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

8 

8 

9m 

TUBERC^tt.OSIS 

- 

'  -Nov/ 

C  as  0  s 

Deaths, ’ 

Pulmonary  c 

Pulmonary  ,  • 

Non- Pulmonary  p , , . 

0 

fi  i  0  9  f  f  ^ 

t 


TRING  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


STATISTICS. 

Population  ( Rogis trar-Goncral ’ a  cstinato  of  tho 

Roaidont  Population)  1944  . . .  5,255 


Total 

(  Logitimato  81 

Live  ( 

Births  (  Illogitinate  5 


Stillbirths 


Deaths 


57 


Deaths  from  Puorporal  Causes . 


Do  aths , 


Puerperal  sepsis  Nil 

Other  puorporal  causes  1 

TOT/i  1 


M.  P. 

42  39  )  Rato  per  1,000  of  the 

)  ostimatod  resident 
3  2  )  populatior  .  l§o4 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still) 
births  . . .  Nil. 


25  34  Rs.to  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  resident 
population  10,8 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 

Nil 

11.6 

11.6 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year • 


/ill  infants  per  1,000  live  births  11.6 
Logitimato  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  1280 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  Nil, 


Actual  number  of  deaths  under  one  year:-  Legitimate  1.  ) 

Illegitimate  Nil  ) Total 

1, 


REPORT  OF  THi^  SANITARY  I1ISPECT0R»S  ^.70RK  FOR  THE  YEAR  1944 . 
Visits  and  Inspections  nado • 


Gonoral  -  Housos  170 

Cases  oT  Infoctio-us  Disease  43 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  renoved 

to  hospital  7 

Dlsinf eotlors  carried  out  15 

Conplaints  investigated  72 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests  7 

Factories,  'Vorkshops  and  workplaces  36 

■'.'.Co  Paji  and  Scat  broken  1 

Defective  sink  1 

Defotivo  G:.  ates  2 

‘  Defective  plaster  2 

Defective  VUC,  cistern  1 

Defective  floors  3 

halls  and  Ceilings  cleansed  1 

Cor.mon  Yard  insanitary  2 

Cesspool  enptied  1 

Accunulation  of  manure  1 

Cases  of  Scabies  cleansed  (families)  2 

Complaints  as  to  quality  of  milk  2 

V/olls  closed  and  water  laid  on  12 

housos 

Meat  condemned  (apart  from  carcases)  5  lot{ 

Tinned  moat  condemned  6  *' 

Tinned  fish  condemned  2 

Fish  condemned  5 

Sausc'.gcE  condemned  7 

Cheese  condemned  1  ” 

Tinned  vegetables  condemned  1  ” 

Moat  and  Pood.  No.  in  district.  Visits. 

Bakehouses  9  21 

Slaughterhouses  1  (in  use)  33 

(Note:-  Carcases  are  examined  daily  by  Meat  Inspector) 

Dairies ,  Milks hops  and 

Cov/sheds  16  68 

Petroleum  (cons olid. at cd )_  Act,  192  j . 

Petroleum  licences  issued  ‘14 

Quantity;  stored  (gallons)  18,300 


~  3  "• 

Nuisoncos  and  Dcfcnts  Ronodicd. 

•»,  m  ■  ■  —  -J*— -*  -«»  *1  ■•  •  ^1  ■■!■  ■  II  I  |—H»>  rfi..ia 


Houses  24 

Drainago  and  Cesspools  2 

Harth  closets  and  W*C.’s  1 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  - 

?'aato  r5. 03  ■-» 

Vl  i  s  o  0 1 1  ano  ou  s  16 


Disinfestation 

Th'-'.-’o  hfos  boon  no  disinfestation  during  the  year. 


WATER,. 

The  whcj.o  of  the  District  with  the  exception  of  the 
hoirjct  of  Bulbourn'i,  and  a  group  of  cottages  at  Little  Tring  is 
supplied  with  a  co  'tinuous  piped  supply  by  the  Chiltorn  Hills 
Spring  Wat  or  Conpaiy^ 

Hir-'.ng  part  of  the  year  shortage  of  supply 
necessitated  the  w.’to-'  being  cut  off  during  night  hours;  othori'/iso 
the  supply  has  bo(.,x  s atlsf actury^ 


TiK  .‘e  aas  boor  no  evidence  of  plunbo-solvent  action, 
and  no  action  has  loon  nocossary  in  respect  of  contanination. 

Dur  .ng  the  year  water  has  boon  laid  on  to  tv;olvo(12) 
houses,  fomcrly  s'u  '.plf  ed  by  v/ell  water;  there  ronain  about  twonty- 
fivo(85)  houses  stall  dependent  on  v/oll  v/ator.  Out  of  1477 
housoo  '-^bout  1452  .lavc  a  piped  supply,  but  28  of  those  are 
dependant  upon  stend  p.i.pos* 


:prev;j.bhce  op 

notifiod'  casos 


-Td:,.-U:S  DISiW'^SE.-;  The  following  gives  details 
T c~ •  luding  'I^orcul  os  1  s  )  during  the  yo  ar  • 
fotrl  Cases  Admitted 'to 


DISE/^E. 

not;  if  led* 

hospital* 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

e 

6 

Nil. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1  ■ 

Nil* 

Measles 

4- 

Nil* 

Nil; 

Whooping  Cough 

• 

26 

1  ■ 

Nil, 

Pneumoni a 

f-' 

o 

Erysipelas 

1 

• 

*-• 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Pov 

'.r  1 

1 

Nil* 

TUBERCULOSIS 

- 

• 

New 

Cases, 

Deaths • 

Pulmonary  • • . . 
Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

•  #  O  V 

’’T’?  1  - 

Non-Pulnonary  • . .  • 

of 


Nil. 
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